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Two Incidents from Egypt 


By C. S. Bell, Secretary, Arabic-Levant Agency 


M*s* and varied are the inci- 
dents which break the regular 
routine of our work during the year. 
Here are two that were somewhat un- 
usual. 


A New Testament in a New Role 


One evening, last winter, a mission- 
ary and an Egyptian pastor were re- 
turning from a long, hard day of 
visiting among various villages and 
scattered Protestant communities in their sec- 
tion of the Delta. The missionary was driving 
his much-used Ford. The roads were a little 
slippery from a shower, which makes driving 
on our Egyptian roads far from pleasant, espe- 
cially so after night begins to darken down. 

They came to a 
fork of the road. 
The missionary 
lives several miles 
east of that point, 
and the pastor a 
little farther west. 
The pastor said, 
BYou are too 
tired to drive me 
home at this hour 


and then tfeturn 
over these roads 
to your station. 


Hither agree to 
come with me and 
stay the night, or 
let me down here 
where I can get a 
hired car to take 
me home.” The 


Imissionary had 
other demands on his time and could not spend 


the night away from home; so he agreed to 
the pastor’s plan. They said their farewells 
within sight of drivers of hired cars,—hbut 
out of their hearing——and the missionary 
drove on. 

After the usual bargaining, which seemed to 
the weary pastor to be concluded rather more 
easily than is customary, he made his agree- 
ment as to charges, climbed into a car, and 


Secretary Bell 


SOWING THE SEED IN CAIRO SUBURBS 


started for home. The driver had a 
second man with him, this being the 
usual thing both for help if anything 
goes wrong and also for company on 
the return trip. 


In one section of that particular 
road occurs that rare thing in Egypt 
—a very sparsely inhabited bit of 
ground. With an average population 
of over 1,200 to the square mile of 
arable land, it is, indeed, seldom that one finds 
any piece of road that does not fairly teem 
with people, even night not completely stop- 
ping their movements. When the pastor’s car 
came to that lonely place, it stopped. With a 
mumbled excuse that something was wrong 
with the engine, 
the two men got 
out and went to 
the front, where 
they stood for a 
moment whisper- 
ing together. 

The) pa ston 
sensed trouble 
and wondered 
‘just what he 
might do. Then 
the two men 
started toward 
him. He quickly 
put his hand to 
his pocket, drew 
out the only 
weapon he ever 
carries, held. it in 
his hand, so that, 
in the moonlight, 
it gleamed in the eyes of the advancing men, 
and said to them, “Now, men, be -careful. I 
have here the best sort of weapon in the world, 
and I am trained in its use.” Both men stopped 
as if shot. They began to back off, protesting 
that they meant no harm and would take him 
on home immediately. At that the pastor could 
not refrain from laughing, and said, “My 
friends, look here. JI am a preacher. I have 
neither money nor firearms. What I have is 
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that sword which God himself has given us to 
save life rather than to take it. I have here a 
New Testament. The gleam you see, instead 
of being from a pistol barrel, is the shining of 
the gilt edge in the moonlight, even as God’s 
love shines on our hearts if we will allow it. 
The book itself tells us that God’s Word is 
sharper than any two-edged sword, and that 
through it we who trust God find all our 
needed help and protection for every time of 
need.” At that the driver came up and begged 
forgiveness, explaining, “We saw you come to 
the crossroad with the foreigner, and supposed 
you were his assistant in cotton buying in the 
villages. When he left you and you asked to 
go to your town, which is one of the large cot- 
ton handling centers, we were sure of it, and 
imagined that you would be carrying consid- 
erable money to close cotton contracts with the 
farmers; and we thought this was our oppor- 
tunity to take it from you. Will you forgive 
us this wrong?’ This rang true, even if naive. 

The pastor 
Seized) ethne 
opening and 
gave those 
humbled men | ye 
the straight- |g 
est gospel 
message he 
could, and |® 
then was| 
taken quickly 
home by two 
new friends. | 


Thus is the eae — 
tae ue “STRANGERS IN A 


used, in season and out of season, whether 
men will hear or whether they will forbear. 
And who can say how great the harvest may be? 

This particular New Testament was one of 
our regular leather-bound, gilt-edged, Arabic 
pocket ‘Testaments which the pastor’s wife had 
given him as a present on the occasion of the 
baptism of their first-born, a son. As he re- 
lated the story, in glad recollection of God’s 
repeated goodnesses to him, he gave us the book 
in exchange for another from stock, that we 
might send the original to China for the Bible 
Museum there, in response to Dr. Lacy’s ap- 
peal for a book of the Arabic Scriptures con- 
nected with some interesting incident. 


Strangers in a Strange Land 


Recently a young Moslem called. After the 
courtesies always attendant on such a visit, the 
caller made known his errand. 

Ordinarily, when such a visitor appears, the 
missionary anticipates some inquiry concerning 
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our faith and the steps to be taken to become 
a Christian. In this case also, the young man 
told of having learned something of Christianity 
when a pupil in a mission school, and of his 
desire to have a New Testament for further 
study. It was, of course, gladly furnished him, 
with an additional copy for a Moslem friend 
whom he named. 

But this was not the special matter about 
which the man had come. He proved to be a 
messenger from a group of Christian Chinese 
in Cairo, with whom he is somehow associated 
in business. We had long known of the pres- 
ence of Chinese in Cairo, and had sold a few 
copies of the Scriptures in Chinese to them; 
but we had never realized how many there are 
of them. In this particular group, there turned 
out to be about thirty men under the general 
leadership and control of one, who keeps a 
small shop for the sale of lace and similar Chi- 
nese products. They are all Christian,—at 
least nominally,—and twenty of them can read 
and write 
their own 
language. Ex- 
cept for the 
leader, they 
seem to be 
rather young 
men. They 
go about the 
city and coun- 
try, carrying 
their prod- 
ucts for sale. 
These past 
months have 
been ver 
hard ones for them all. One of their number 
had sickened and died, and they were wanting 
to arrange for a Protestant funeral service and 
burial. 

It seemed a very queer thing that a Moslem 
should be the go-between for Christians, but so 
it was. Apparently, the eastern idea of the 
necessary intermediary entered even into sucha 
matter, possibly language difficulties also hay- 
ing some influence. Matters were quickly ar- 
ranged, and a missionary gladly conducted the 
service for them. In the picture, the third 
man from the left, wearing the fez, is the young 
Moslem intermediary, and the missionary, Dr. 
J. Willard Acheson, is seen standing by the 
simple casket in the Cairo cemetery of the 
American Mission. The others in the photo 
are members of the Chinese group. 
_ Naturally, in the course of the preparations, 
inquiries were made as to their church connec- 
tions. It was learned that they know so little 
of any language but their own, that they have 
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December, 1932 


never identified themselves with any of the 
Christian organizations in Egypt. However, 
they have the Bible in the Easy Wenli Chinese 
dialect, and meet occasionally to read and pray 
among themselves. They indicated that they 
would be glad if services in very simple Eng- 
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lish could be held for them, expressing their 
love for the Bible and their gratitude that the 
Bible Societies have made it possible for them 
to have God’s Word in their own tongue, even 
as they find themselves so completely “strangers 
in a strange land.” 


Notes and Comments 


“Rejoicing in Hope” 
HAT more apposite as a Christmas mes- 
sage in these days of domestic and 
world-wide distress, than that of Bible Sun- 
day? May Christmas, and the great fact it 
recalls, find us all “rejoicing in hope.” 


A FEW sentences from the inspiring bro- 
chure by Dr. A. W. Beaven for Bible Sunday 
will illumine this message. 


“There is no inspiration like the contagion of 
a triumphant personality. * * * No one of us 
has an easy trail; each one has his own prob- 
lem. * * * The solution to the problems of 
life comes not from outside, but from inside; 
it comes not by finding a situation that has no 
problems, but by strengthening the inner man 
in such a way that personality can overcome 
the obstacles. 

ee 

“What shall we say of the supreme glory and 
inspiration contained in the life and person of 
Jesus? How marvelously he did the thing we 
call living! * * * Jesus stands today as the 
demonstration that the soul can never meet any 
odds that are too great for it; that God’s 
grace is sufficient for us, and that his strength 
is made perfect in weakness. 


* OK OK 


‘ “Mankind handed him every problem which 
anyone of us has met. It took its instruments 
of torture and attempted to crush him, and, 
when he had finished with the situation, * * * 
he had taken the cross, which heretofore had 
been the symbol of defeat, and transformed it 
until Roman emperors selected it as an inspira- 
tion for their cohorts; he had gone into the 
dark valley of death, turned upon it the flood- 
light of his hopefulness, brought life and im- 
mortality to light, and made it for us a high- 
way toward eternity. 
* 


“Why should we be afraid of a time of ad- 
versity, we who follow the Christ? We dare 
not; for it is to us, as well as to his disciples, 
that he speaks the words, “Be of good cheer ; 

I have overcome the world.” 


* OK 


To William Thompson, of Malden, New 
York, are we indebted for the picture on the 
cover. The original bas-relief, in marble, was 
exhibited at the Salon de Paris. 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington 


Universal Bible Sunday once a year brings 
to all our people simultaneously a concerted 


stimulus to study the Bible and to ponder its 
inexhaustible wealth of inspiration and ex- 
ample. The spiritual life is enriched by the 
annual observance of this day. 

HERBERT HOOVER. 


A THOUGHTFUL friend has written of one of 
our oldest and longest supporters, the Rev. 
William Cuttino Smith, of Reidville, South 
Carolina, who died on the eve of his ninety- 
sixth birthday. Not only was he a donor and 
an annuitant, but he was particularly faithful 
“in the circulation of the Scriptures in a private 
manner. It was rare indeed that he did not 
give some portion of the Bible to persons with 
whom he came in contact. It made little differ- 
ence to him whether they were of high or low 
degree—he pressed the Word equally upon all. 
He believed that obedience to the Word was the 
only sure relief for the sins and ills of men. 
As he believed, so he lived.” 


STATE OF NEW YORK 
Executive Chamber 
Albany 


I am happy to extend again my indorsement 
of Universal Bible Sunday. I feel that a com- 
prehensive study of the Bible is a liberal edu- 
Nearly all of the great men 


cation for anyone. 
of our country have been well versed in teach- 
ings of the Bible, and I sincerely hope that the 
habit of Bible study will be developed among 
the people. 


FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 


Nort often does a magazine have a reader for 
threescore and ten years. This testimony from 
a lady is encouraging as well as unique: 

I have been a reader of the BrstE Society Recorp 


about sixty-eight years, as my mother made me a Life 
Member when I was fourteen years of age. I cer- 
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tainly would miss it. I find use for it in all my church 
work, and would feel lost without it. 


As anticipated, the new headquarters of the 
Society at Bangkok, Siam, described in our Oc- 
tober issue, are proving useful in varied ways. 
Secretary Franklin writes in a recent letter: 


The National Christian Council is having its regu- 
lar monthly meeting in our prayer room this p.m. 
On Saturday night, the International Church is having 
a church social in the large social hall in the rear of 
the building. The regular Wednesday afternoon sta- 
tion prayer meeting has been coming to our reception 
room for several weeks. The Siam Christian Confer- 
ence Committee is having its next meeting here. So 
it seems that we are at least on the way toward hay- 
ing “all roads leading—not to Rome—but to the 
American Bible Society.” Our reading room is very 
popular, and with a very splendid class of people. 


sk tua ho ak 

Another experience was not so pleasant, 
though it may have been as exciting as the fore- 
going. The Secretary reports: 


Just after going up from office the other afternoon, 
I noticed the birds chattering at a great rate. I 
looked out the window and saw a nice little snake 
coming from under our house. It was a little larger 
than I cared to have around as a pet, so I reached for 
my gun and shot it. When I went down to carry it 
away, I measured it. It was only six feet ten inches 
long. 

e e 


Tuts comes from the Detroit Free Press: 


English Bibles can be had in 52 editions at the main 
library, and the foreign division has them in 23 dif- 
ferent languages. he “best seller in the world” cir- 
culates at the rate of five copies a day at the main 
library here. 

TY e 


A FRIEND in Illinois sent this message: 


I read the Bistz Socigry Recorp to Mrs. Celesta 
Fowler every month as it comes. She is a Life Mem- 
ber of the American Bible Society. She is a cente- 
marian, passing one hundred in August. 


e e 

THERE is a reciprocal benefit from our an- 
nuity policy which makes for the peace and en- 
couragement of both “contracting parties.” 
One lady writes gratefully and finely: 


I needed my check of $21.12 that has just reached 
me. I knew it would not fail me. Oh, I am so thank- 
ful you will have a sum (or can use a sum) after I 
am called home; but, if it were only ten times larger ! 
I am so eager for the people who so crave God’s 
Word. If we as Christians and so-called Christians 
would read, study, and live by its teachings, what a 
wonderful world this would be! No selfishness, just 
love, Christ first! I am being tested these days in 
little things, but big to me. I am repeating over and 
over to-day, “My strength is sufficient for Thee.” 
This I had marked in one of my Bibles, Isaiah 40— 

Just to leave in His dear hand little things, 
All we cannot understand, all that stings, 


Just to let Him take the care, sorely pressing, 
Finding all we let Him bear, changed to blessing, 
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Another annuitant sends this message: 


I received the American Bible Society check yester- 
day, although it was not due until the 21st, still it is 
a godsend to me, as I did not have one dollar in coin 
and no bill. Notwithstanding I have a /ittle in the 
savings banks. I have no treasury laid upon earth— 
only a receipt for a modest burial from an undertaker, 
who is to see to this body of mine, after I am called 
home. I have passed my eighty-seventh birthday. I 
return thanks for.the leaflet ““Where to Look in the 
Bible.” I appreciate it so much I have one you very 
kindly sent me last year pasted in as a leaf in my 
Bible. I will never lose it there. This one I will pass 
on. I have read the leaflet by Robert E. Speer. It is 
just to the point. I am thankful, oh, so thankful to 
Father God, that I have the dollars laid up where it 
will honor and glorify Him. 


* Ok Ok 
A third writes: 


Your kind expression for happiness, peace, and con- 
tentment on and after my eighty-seventh birthday is 
gratefully acknowledged and deeply appreciated. More 
than you imagine, I appreciate your fine spirit. There 


is a place on my prayer list for divine help in behalf ~ 


of your work. 
° ° 


Week of Prayer 


January 1 to January 7, 1933 


HE Commission on Evangelism of the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America is sending forth an invitation to all 
the churches and followers of Christ to unite 
in a “Week of Prayer” at the opening of the 
new year. Human need is changelessly the 
same; but human needs vary from time to time. 
It is no casual interest, but a spiritual necessity 
and urgency of the highest degree, that bids the 
disciples of Jesus Christ to seek afresh the dis- 
closure of his plans and lay hold of his power 
to carry them out. The resources of the Holy 
Spirit are as available, abundant, and sufficient 
to-day, as ever they were. 
measure of our faith and the steadfast earnest- 
ness of our obedience to the divine call will it 
be measured unto us. The topics suggested are: 
Sunday—First Things First. 
Monday—The Church’s Treasure in Child- 
hood and Youth. 
Tuesday—The Unity of the Faith. 
Wednesday—Facing Our Unfinished Tasks. 
Thursday—Marshalling Our Resources. 
Friday—A Witnessing Church. 
Saturday—The Secret of Prevailing Power 
with God and Men. 


According to the’ 


Copies of an eight-page pamphlet carrying 


Scripture references and suggestions for each 
day may be had from the Commission on Evan- 


, 


gelism, 105 East 22d Street, New York City.) 


December, 1932 
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The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Frank Marston 


O more devoted serv- 

ants of the Bible cause 
ever surrendered with reluc- 
tance the joys and labors of 
its work than Rev. Dr. and 
Mrs. Frank Marston. For fif- 
teen years Dr. Marston was 
the Secretary of Central 
Agency, comprising Ohio, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala- 
bama, and Mississippi—a va- 
ried territory with great cities and scattered 


Dr. Marston 


rural and mountain settlements. With alert and 
judicious mind and constantly prayerful concern, 
he advanced the supply of Scriptures to the 
needy and the indifferent. On his retirement, 
forced by ill health, we salute him and Mrs. 
Marston and pray for them, as they settle in 
Montreat, N. C., rest and satisfaction in diffi- 
cult work well and faithfully done. 

Before he entered the service of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, Dr. Marston had held pas- 
torates in the Presbyterian Church, the last 
being in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

e@ 


“Anything in Russian?” 


By the Rev. J. J. Morgan, Secretary, Southwestern Agency 


TORIES from Texas usually deal with 

cowboys, the great open prairies, and the 
wild West. But Texas is changing. We now 
have cities, factories, and seaports——yes, and 
Bibles! Here is a story that comes 
from Mr. D. V. Wilson, our chief col- 
porteur and dependence for supplying 
the seamen of the port of Houston 
with Scriptures. 

One Sunday, after visiting all the 
other ships in harbor, Mr. Wilson 
boarded the last one, which proved to 
be an English tramp, picking up a 
cargo wherever possible. She had, as 
tramps usually do, a motley crew, 
representing many nations. It is on these 
“tramps” that the colporteur does his best 
work. He found the crew made up mostly of 
Italians, Germans, a few French, a handful of 
Portuguese, and some East Indians. All of 
these spoke English, but could read nothing 
except what was written in their own native 
tongues. He supplied them Gospels each in his 
own language, and was warmly thanked. 

Just before leaving the forecastle sleeping 
quarters of the sailors, where Mr. Wilson 
found most of the men, he noticed a man star- 
ing at him from one of the bunks. He seemed 
to be about fifty years of age and had bright 
blue eyes which strangely impressed the col- 
porteur. He did not seem to fit in with his 
surroundings; even the bunk was about a foot 
too short for him. He seemed very different 
from the rest of the sailors. The colporteur 
asked his nationality, but received only a sad, 
far-away look for an answer. ‘Thinking that 
perhaps he didn’t understand, the colporteur 
showed him a book this time and asked what 
country he came from, at which the rest of the 
men began to hoot and laugh. Again his eyes 
took on that heart-melting strange look. 


Rev. J. J. Morgan 


It was very evident that here was a man 
well bred and educated, who had known sor- 
row, and lots of it. Once a gentleman, hon- 
ored and loved, but now an outcast, thrown in 
with this rough bunch of sailors, who 
mercilessly ridiculed him and laughed 
at his plight. And now for a bit of 
conversation between this strange man 
and the colporteur. His answer came: 

“Son, I came from a _ far-away 
country. No one knows me, and I 
know no one. Neither do I care any 
more, Let’me, forget: it.” 

“But,” said the colporteur, “prob- 
ably I do have your language. The 
American Bible Society endeavors to supply 
the Holy Scripture in every language, and I 
have many of them with me, ‘Tell me what 
is your native tongue?” 

“Do you have anything in Russian ?” 

“Russian? I think Ihave. I will have to go 
back to my car for it. Shall I gor” 

“Yes, do go.” But there still seemed to be 
very little hope in him. 


While. en route to his 
Gospel car the colporteur 
planned a surprise—a plan 


| he later regretted; for as he 
found out, this Russian 
gentleman had been brought 
up in great luxury and com- 
fort, but had been compelled 
to leave his country penni- 
less at the break of the Rus- 
sian Revolution and had got- 
ten a job on this tramper soon thereafter. His 
sensitive nature could not stand pranks. 
When the colporteur reached the ship again, 
he placed five books in the man’s hands, with 
the Russian Scripture on the bottom. He 
glanced at the first and was well pleased; for 
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it was at least Slavic, and-since there were 
four more books, there was a chance that one 
of them might be Russian. He looked at the 
second and began to look more sober; for it 
was just another Slavic dialect. The third 
only brought more disappointment. When he 
saw that the fourth was not what he wanted, 
his eyes again took on that strangely sad, far- 
away look. ‘The colporteur almost cried out 
that the last was it—the Russian. But it was 
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at least a full minute before the Russian looked 
at the last. And this he found to be his very 
own language, which he said he had not seen 
in many, many years. 

And thus it came to pass, that the col- 
porteur left the dear old gentleman lying 
in his bunk with real tears of joy in his 
eyes, as he read, perhaps for the first time 
in his life, “the old, old story of Jesus and 
his love’ in his own mother tongue. 


Some Experiences and Individuals 


By F. Lyman MacCallum, Subagent, Levant Agency 


T was following the annual conference of 

our Bulgarian staff that, in company with 
Mr. Ivan Iseff, a Bulgarian friend, I set off 
to display our new Turkish Gospels to the 
many Turks who still remain in southern Bul- 
garia, In describ- — 
ing a few of the |HeNe 
persons whose] 
separate paths 
crossed ours on 
this trip from |F 
Philippopolis to |i. 
Salonica, I wish }, 
first to pay my |i 
tribute to those 
gallant individu- 
als whom we are 
apt to lump _to- 
gether under the 
convenient title 
of “colporteurs.”’ 
Perhaps the chief 
impression left 
on me by this week of personal colportage 
was the fresh realization of the love, patience, 
tact, and courage required of those who regu- 
larly offer Scriptures for sale. 

The Seeker 

A young Turkish factory hand and I were 
together searching after the things of the 
spirit, as we sat by night on a balcony high 
above the glittering checkerboard that is Philip- 
popolis. He told me much of the story of his 
life, beginning with the carefree days of 1925 
and 1926, when tobacco workers were paid real 
wages, of his football team and his runaway 
marriage, of the fun he began to have in con- 
futing some Christian evangelists who used to 
visit the café and engage in religious discus- 
sion over their glass of tea; then, of his grow- 
ing inner discontent as he began to perceive 
that, however unconvincing their arguments, 
these Christians seemed to be getting more out 


(Mr, and Mrs, MacCallum at the left, we surmise.—Ed.) 


of life than he; and now of his troubling un- 
certainties, as he faced the high cost of decid- 
ing for or against the way of Jesus. How glad 
was I then to tell of doubts and uncertainties 
which had proved to be the threshold to a fuller 
experience of 
God’s_ uplifting 
and upholding 
power. It was 
not the young 
Turk only who 
found strength 
and help in that 
hour of converse. 


God’s Komitadji 


He fingered my 
books by way of 
introduction and 
then asked me, 
“Do you _ really 
suppose that God 
would send down 
four different books to mankind and tell his 
children that all were to be followed?” 

He was a big chap, with cheerful face and 
neatly upturned gray moustaches, whom I 
liked even though I suspected of trying to en- 
tangle me in the thickets of Moslem theology. 
My replies must have been extremely guarded ; 
for it was some moments before we discovered 
that both of us were Christians laboring under 
the supposition that the other was a Moslem. 
After we had laughed together and grown even 
more friendly, his story came out. 


He had been a Macedonian komitadji in the 
days when bands of these patriot brigands 
ruled the mountains of that troubled region. 
Three warnings would be granted any man; 
but, after that, it was sure to be the bullet or 
knife. It had once fallen to him to purify his 
district of a bad woman, who had been de- 
stroying the morals of the villagers and even 
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of some of his followers. He did it by means 


of kerosene and a match. Though God, he be- 
lieved, had forgiven him for even that crime, 
her fiery arms still often troubled his dreams. 
In time he had fallen prisoner and would prob- 
ably have been executed, had he not succeeded 
in escaping from prison. He fled to his home, 
There he began 


where he remained hidden. 


Cis ae 
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MELONS AND FEZZES AT A BULG 


to notice that his wife used to read aloud from 
a book, while his daughter crouched at. her 
feet, listening intently. Then together they 
said things that sounded like prayers, though 
the prayers were none of the formal ones that 
he knew. At last he could stand it no longer. 

“What are you reading, woman?” he de- 
manded. 

“Tt’s only the gospel,” she begged. 

“Oh, father, don’t you know it was our 
reading the gospel and our prayers that 
brought you back from the hard prison?” im- 
plored his daughter. 

“As to the prison, I know how I got away,” 
he answered. “And as for that book, if ever I 
catch you reading it again or find it about, into 
the fire it goes—and there'll be other things 
happen to make your heart sore. Fancy read- 
ing the gospel in my house!” She was a good 
wife, and the book vanished. 

Then, one day, when his seclusion grew in- 
tolerably wearisome, he pulled the little volume 
from its hiding piace and began to read. Sud- 
denly, all his sins came rushing at him. This 
dreadful book accused him of them all. In 
terrible fear, he hid it as though it had burnt 
his fingers. But, day and night, the book 
would-no longer leave his mind. After a week 
or so of resistance, he crept back to it again. 
Day by day, after his wife and daughter had 
gone to the fields, the book was his companion. 


One day they came home unexpectedly. 
“Mother, Mother, come quick; Father is read- 
ing our book!” cried his daughter excitedly. 
Before long his anger at being caught reading 
‘had vanished, and in a few days he was ex- 
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pounding it to their naturally feebler under- 
standings. So began for him a new life, which 
has lasted nearly twenty years, and which is 
even now more exacting and venturesome than 
that of a komitadji captain. 

It was only after we had parted that I dis- 
covered that he had not told me his name. 


Barbatanas 


While searching for our colporteur at Komo- 
thene, I stumbled into the courtyard of Barba- 
tanas and forgot my search, Barbatanas is an 
old, old man, reputed to have been born in 1827 
and to have served under Otto, the first king 
of liberated Greece. But, more than that, he 
is a kindly, hospitable saint, who still works 
daily at his bench, where he earns not only his 
bread, but an appreciable sum for his beloved 
church, of which he is both founder and care- 
taker. It is delightful to watch him with saw 
and file turning the great curved horns of the 
water buffalo into neat double-edged combs. 

When he was well past the century mark, 
the mayor offered him a pension on which to 
retire. “Thank you,” replied the old man; 
“but I have my trade, and you have your poor.” 
He lives and works alone in a beautifully clean 
room, next door to the private house which he 
and his friends have rented as the only Protes- 
tant place of worship in Komothene. 

While we were getting acquainted, the street 
gate opened, and in came six Turkish women, 
their faces swathed in 
white kerchiefs. 


“Come “on,” they 
urged; “it’s time to be- 
gin.” 


“Keep cool. ‘There 
are still fifteen min- 
utes,” they were told. 

Soon we followed 
them into the church, 
which is merely the 
porch of a cottage 
fitted out with plank 
benches. ‘The pulpit 
consisted of a packing 
case, plain and undis- 
guised. ‘The congregation consisted of about 
twenty men, the only women being the Turks, 
who had gone to a room opening on the porch, 
whence they could see and hear without being 
too conspicuous. I was kindly asked to preach 
the sermon in Turkish, though few of those 
present understood that language well. 

The following morning, as I was taking 
some photos, two of the Turkish women re- 
turned with a battered horn which they had 
found on some scrap heap, but Barbatanas 
refused their gift. 
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“Thank you for yesterday’s words,” said the 
one who was old enough to speak freely with 
a foreign man. “You must possess an exalted 
education.” 

I felt abashed; for this was not exactly the 
message which I had hoped to convey. But 
she continued cheerfully, “Last evening I was 
telling our Greek neighbors about you. They 
said, “Those are very bad people; for they 
never come to our church.’ But I said to them, 
‘Come and hear for yourselves; for these peo- 
ple are the masters of words.’ ” 


The Mayor 

Between the rather frequent shocks of the 
earthquake that had brought devastation to the 
near-by peninsula, we were being entertained 
in the gracious home of Dr. George FE. White, 
president of Anatolia College, Salonica. 

“T had heard that the man from whom we 
bought the college grounds was a consistent 
Bible reader,” Dr. White was saying. “He 
was a man very well known here, who was sev- 
eral times mayor of Salonica. One day I got 
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him to tell me something of what the Bible 
meant to him, 

“Vou know,’ he said, ‘my business is real 
estate—buying, selling, and renting, often on 
a large scale. At times things go badly, and 
sometimes I find myself at my wit’s end. I 
have found that the best thing to do then is to 
close my desk, lock my office, and go home. 
There I take up the Bible and begin to read. 
I am a plain business man, and theology is not 
in my line. But I am confident that God 
exists, and that somehow he speaks to man- 
kind and to me through this book. So I read 
till I come to something which seems to have 
a message for me. On this I meditate until I 
feel that it has entered into my life and be- 
come a part of me. A feeling of quietness 
and rest drives out the fever and anxiety which 
were devouring me. Often I actually begin to 
see a way through my difficulties, where before 
there seemed none. So I go back to my office 
and am ready again to face the world, thanks 
to the Bible!” Surely, a thought for all of us. 


Immigrant Colonies in the La Plata Agency 


By the Rey. Paul Penzotti, Secretary, La Plata Agency 


HE, territory covered by the La Plata 

Agency is quite extensive, and also varied. 
There is the very warm climate of the north, 
which includes tropical Paraguay; the temper- 
ate zone of the province of Buenos Aires and 
the surrounding provinces; and the very cold 
territory down south, including Patagonia. A 
great deal of the territory of Argentina is in 
plains, the Pampas; but it also has the moun- 
tainous district of Cordoba, Tucu- 
man, and of the states or territories 
bordering on the great ranges of the 
Andes. Chile also is included in this 
Agency. ‘The distance from Arica, 
Chile, to Magallanes, is exactly three 
thousand miles, as far as San Fran- 
cisco is from New York. 

All over this very vast territory 
many colonies of immigrants are to 
be found. ‘This is one of the most 
interesting features of our work. To 
reach these people, it is essential that 
we have Bible coaches. Fortunately 
for us, and for them, several of the 
missionary bodies have become inter- 
ested in this work and have pur- 
chased some autos, equipping them 
for Bible work. 

The Evangelical Union of South America 
has a Bible coach, which has finished an eight 
months’ trip, visiting many of these scattered 


people, with great success. The man in charge 
on this occasion was Mr. Basilio Miranda, an 
ex-Salvation Army captain, full of energy and 
zeal. He reports holding meetings most every 
day and night. 


Where Immigrant Colonies Abound 


Argentina is the country. in America which 
receives the greatest number of immigrants. 


MR. MIRANDA (RIGHT), BIBLE COACH, AND FRIENDS 


According to the latest government reports, 
over 300,000 reached our shore in 1931. 
his country, therefore, offers the greatest 
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opportunity for work among the numerous col- 
onies. I have just returned from a trip to the 
northern part of the country, in the province of 
Santa Fe, where I remained for a week in a 
splendid and very prosperous colony. It was 
settled, in 1870, by people belonging to three 
good races: British, Americans, and Walden- 
sians. To-day they constitute a large colony 
with over three hundred families. They have 
a fine congregation, with their own building, a 
school and other church activities. The work 
is self-supporting. The pastor is the Rev. Fran- 
cis Moore, whose father is an American and 
mother a Waldensian. For a whole week I 
had services every night, preaching to a full 
church, while during the day I visited the fam- 
ilies, some of them very prosperous. 

In the province of Entre Rios are to be 
found several important colonies of Germans, 
Russians, and Waldensians. We visited one 
town, with a population of 2,000, which has six 
evangelical churches, one of them with over one 
thousand members. The Adventists have their 
stronghold in this province, in Puiggari, where 
they have a fine hospital, a large school, which 
might be called a junior college, and a splen- 
did farm. The Waldensians are numerous in 
Rosario Tala. This work is being cared for 
by the Methodist Episcopal Church. The pastor 
is the Rev. P. Monti. He has a large district, 
with six churches to take care of. 

The Waldensians are strong in the southern 
part of the province of Buenos Aires. They 
settled there about thirty years ago, and to-day 
they are 3,000 strong, with large properties and 
several good churches. 

In the south of Argentina is perhaps the 
most important colony. It is found in the ter- 
ritory of Chubut and belongs to the Welsh. 
They have several churches, greatly interested 
in Bible work. They send yearly their con- 
tribution to our Society. 

The Mennonites in Paraguay 

The Republic of Paraguay has, within its 
borders, one of the most interesting experi- 
ments in colonization ever undertaken in Latin 
America. Some years ago several leaders 
among the Mennonites in Canada made a trip 
all through these countries, trying to find an 
adequate place to establish a colony of their 
people. After a thorough investigation, they 
decided that the Chaco, in Paraguay, seemed 
to respond to their wishes, and to-day we find 
them well established there. It was their plan, 
right from the first, to bring several thousand 
families, perhaps some forty thousand of them, 
and settle in Paraguay. 

The change from a.cold country like Canada, 

‘to tropical Paraguay seemed unwise to many 


Biste Socrety REcorp 


203 


people, but they are doing very well. The colony 
is prospering and offers a great opportunity 
for evangelical work. The language spoken by 
them is German. We are all expecting and hop- 
ing that the influence of these good people will 
be very beneficial to Paraguay as a whole. 


Waldensians in Uruguay 


The small but wide-awake Republic of Uru- 
guay was very fortunate to welcome to its 
shore, some sixty years ago, a small number of 
Waldensians, who settled in the department of 
Colonia. ‘To-day they constitute the most pros- 
perous colony in Uruguay. They believe in 
large families. I visited one of them and in- 
quired how many children they had. ‘The lady 
of the house introduced ten of them, saying, 
“We have ten, thank you.’”’ And she was only 
forty years of age. 

The Waldensians have ten churches in Uru- 
guay, all of them self-supporting, and they 
exert a good influence all over the republic. 

They are very much interested in our Bible 
work. It is through their generosity that the 
work of the “F. G. Penzotti Bible Coach,” 
which was donated by them five years ago, is 
carried on. 


Dictionary Makers Pay Tribute to 
the Bible and Its Translation 


“lee Japan Christian Quarterly of April 
contained an article by Secretary Aurell 
bearing on the influence of the Bible in Japan. 
One unusual illustration is contained in his 
statement about a new comprehensive English- 
Japanese dictionary issued by a Japanese pub- 
lishing house. Of it he writes: “It has 1,855 
pages containing 141,200 English words and 
79,500 phrases and examples of both lan- 
euages. It required twenty-eight years to edit 
it. In examining this excellent book, we were 
amazed at the great frequency with which the 
meaning of the English words are given in 
quotations from the Japanese Bible, and the 
translation of Shakespeare. We were curious 
to know how many times Bible language was 
used, and, while the publisher could not give an 
accurate figure, we were told that phrases and 
sentences from the Japanese Bible were quoted 
perhaps not less than 1,500 times. It, of 
course, gives a Bible Society man in particular 
a tremendous satisfaction to know what a pro- 
found regard the editors of this dictionary had 
for the Bible, and, furthermore, for the style 
and literary excellency of the Japanese trans- 
lation of it. 
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The Story of a Pocket Testament 


By J. S. Wade, Washington, D. C. 


| eee worn pocket Testament here shown 
was given by a Methodist circuit-rider to 
a small, sickly, fatherless bay, named Joe 
Wade, at a remote farmhouse down in Cum- 
berland County, Kentucky, one day in the late 
eighties. It was one of the common, small 
type, issued by the American’ Bible Society. 
The little book at once became the constant 
companion of the lad, and was of inestimable 
aid to him, not only in learning to read, but in 
his subsequent educational development. _ 
At his request, an improvised pocket of suit- 
able size was sewed inside his coat. Wherever 
he went, from that time onward, whether at 
home, or at school, or about farm labors, the 
i with Nicodemiss 7 
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22 When therefore he was risen ‘thee, We speak that we do 
from the dead, his disciples re-, know, and testify that we haya 
memberesl that he had said this | seen; and ye receive not our wit- 
unto thern ; and they believed the | ness, 

+ Seripture, and the word which| 12 If I howe told you earthly 
z Jesus had said. es things,an ye believe not, how 
239 Now when he was in Jeru-jshall ye beileve, if I tell you of 

salem at the passover, inthe feast | heavenly things t 
day, many believed in his name, | 13 And ne man hath ascended 
when they saw the miracles|up to heaven, but he that came 
which he did, idown from heaven, ever the Son 
. 4 But Jesus did not commit y i 
pimeelt unto them, bécanss he 


new all men, 


Christ's conference. CHAPTER IL. 


Seen 


And as Moses 
iserpent in the wilderness, ev: 
2% And nveded not that any:  eustbne Son of man be 
should testify of man; for he pi: . 
knew what was in man. i, 2& That whosoever believeth {i 
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The necossity of regeneration, 169 For God so loved the world, 
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i night, and said anto him, Rabbi, 17 Fo Rot Hits: 
Fi we know that thou arta teacher the world to condemn the world; 
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thee, Excepta man be born again,}ready, beeause he hath nob be 


i @ cannot see the kingdom of 
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itp horn of water and of the 
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kingdom of God, 
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Jesus and his disciples into “he 
Jand of Judea; and there he tar 
ried with them, and baptized, 

§ And John also was bap- 
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VALUED POSSESSION OF ITS OWNER 


little book accompanied him. At every spare 
moment it was taken out and studied. The 
lad, long since a grown man, still has vivid 
memories of the perusal of this story or that 
parable while snugly ensconced upon some 
fence or stump, or at some other spot typical 
of, and dear to, small boy wanderings. ‘The 
boy had not then heard of Bobby Burns or of 
Abraham Lincoln, with their habits of reading 
at every opportunity, in field or under hedge. 
At first, unequal to the complexities of finding 
passages by chapter and verse, he improvised 


a crude system of his own of locating favorite 
stories and parables by pencil marks on the red 
edges, along the top of the volume, after these 
passages had been found by his relatives. Ps 
Many pages were soon “known by heart”— 
those containing such stories as that of the 
Sower, the Sheep and the Goats, the Rich Man 
and Lazarus, the Prodigal Son, and the Phari- 
see and the Publican, and others in this noblest 
heritage of the ages. In the nearly half-cen- 
tury which has elapsed, the little book, now 
battered and worn, and with its original covers 
long since replaced by black oilcloth, still re- 
mains one of the most valued possessions of its 
owner. As is always the case under such con- 
ditions, its teachings have profoundly influ- 
enced and moulded his whole life and character. 
The inspiration gained from it has caused 
him, year after year, to give away increasingly 
large numbers of Bibles and Testaments, until 
it would rejoice the heart of the old circuit- 
rider, could he visualize how fully has been 
verified that Scripture which says: “My word 
shall not return unto me void.” His humble 
achievements probably have been well-nigh 
sunk in the depths of earthly oblivion; but it 


is a beautiful thought that they are all recorded 


in the archives of heaven. 
e@ e 


The Bible Stands Unshaken 


N a recent article on “The Christian College 

Meeting the Needs of the World To-day” 
in The Presbyterian Magazine, the Rev. Joseph 
R. Sizoo, D.D., LL.D., of Washington, wrote: 

“Amid the many things that have fallen 
apart in the secular world and in the world of 
religious thought, the Bible stands unshaken. 
That Word is still the lamp unto our feet and 
the light unto our path. It is singular that, in 
a day of criticism against many expressions of 
religion, this Book of Books is being read and 
studied with greater devotion. Science, gov- 
ernments, and culture have not kept the world 
from chaos, but the Word of our God abides 
forever. More criticism has been directed to- 
ward it in the past generation than against all 
other books of religion, but not one shred of 
truth has been found false. In this book, God 
still speaks to man and man to God. Gilbraltar 
may go down before the waves of an angry 
sea, but this “rock of ages” has withstood every 
storm and stress. We can still saturate our 


language with its vocabulary, our lives with its: 


spirit, and our age with its teaching.” 
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NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE seventh stated meeting of the Board 

of Managers was held on November 3, 
Vice-President Henry S. Stearns, M.D., in the 
chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by Gen- 
eral Secretary Brown, who led in the use of 
the Responsive Reading under the theme “Re- 
joicing in Hope,” prepared for Universal Bible 
Sunday. 

The minutes of the sixth stated meeting of 
the Board of Managers were approved. 

The following memorial minutes, prepared 
by the appointed committees, were read and 
adopted, the members standing. 


Rey. Frederick W. Jackson 


In the sudden death, on September 2, of the Rev. 
Frederick W. Jackson, ministerial member of the 
Board of Managers of the American Bible Society 
since 1925, the Society lost a beloved and useful serv- 
ant. Mr. Jackson brought to the Board not only valu- 
able contacts through his acquaintance in the metro- 
politan area of New York City, but also as a trusted 
minister and teacher in the Presbyterian Church of 
the U. S. A., a knowledge of his church which often 
proved to be an asset in the Society’s denominational 
relationships. } ; 

Mr. Jackson served the Society faithfully in a va- 
riety of capacities; as a member of the Ways and 
Means Committee his judgment was balanced and 
graciously given; through his travels in the Near 
East he brought back to the Board first-hand knowl- 
edge of the problems and opportunities of the So- 
ciety’s Agencies serving in that area; during an emer- 
gency in the Central Agency, he offered himself and 
served with effectiveness as Acting Secretary of that 
Agency for a period of about nine months; and at the 
time of his death the Home Agencies Committee, of 
which he had recently been made a member, was 
profiting from the experiences which he had gained 
in the Central Agency. 

In these various relationships Mr. Jackson was 
kindly and dependable. The memory of his person- 
ality will linger long, and the service which he ren- 
dered will perpetuate itself because of its inherent 
worthiness. The Board of Managers herewith records 
its sorrow in his death and its satisfaction in the as- 
surance of his translation to that great company of 
whom it has been written, “their works do follow 
them.” 

James N. Gamble 


Mr. James N. Gamble was one of the stamp of 
- citizens who have done most to build America. Liv- 
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ing to a ripe old age, his record was remarkable and 
honorable to an unusual degree. Happy in his family 
life, progressive and successful in business, sympa- 
thetic and advanced in relations with employees, alert 
and responsive as a citizen, generous and constructive 
in charities, faithful and outspoken as a Christian, 
active and loyal both in his own individual church 
and denomination and also in other Christian causes, 
he entered his ninety-sixth year in high honor wher- 
ever he was known. For many years a member of 
the Young Men’s Bible Society at Cincinnati, the 
nucleus of our Central Agency, he was its president 
from 1926 until his death on July, 1932, and a Vice- 
President of the American Bible Society since 1915. 

The Board of Managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety would make record of the high esteem which 
such a life begat, and rejoice with the members of his 
family on the rich heritage left them by the character 
and achievements of Mr. Gamble. 


The Rev. Henry A. Stimson, D.D., who en- 
tered on his ninety-first year in September, 
spoke on the opportunity and responsibility of 
the Bible Society at the present juncture, in 
national and world affairs. 


In accordance with the action of the Octo- 
ber meeting, the special order of the day was 
presented by Secretary North, the subject be- 
ing “The New Situation in the Mission Fields 
and Its Implications for the Future of Bible 
Society Work.” He briefly reviewed the new 
situation as exemplified by the rise of mission- 
ary cooperation; the development of union 
institutions; international missionary coopera- 
tion; the rise of the national churches; the 
cooperation of the national churches; the rise 
of national Christian leadership; the transfer 
of administrative responsibility in education, in 
the church and cooperative movements. Dr. 
J. Oscar Boyd then described the British and 
Foreign Bible Society’s plan for the coordina- 
tion and unifying of its work in India; and 
actions of the London Conferences were placed 
before the Board. After an active discussion, 
the preparation of a resolution bearing on the 
subject was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Agencies, with an expression of profound 
interest in, and friendly appreciation of, the 
actions of the London Conferences. 


The minutes of the standing committees 
were presented and approved. 


Attention was called to an exhibit in the 
rear of the room of recent additions to the 
Library of the Society, being some 250 vol- 
umes in Scriptures in many languages, ancient 
and modern, running from 1509 to 1932. 

Secretary North reported a special celebra- 
tion of the seventy-fifth birthday of Agency 
Secretary Tucker by his friends in Rio de 
Janeiro, and the presentation of a handsome 
desk and chair for his use in the new Bible 
House. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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An Appropriate Christmas Gift 


| Bheaniersn appropriate for son or daughter, father or mother, husband or wife, grand- 
child, aged relative, pastor, a missionary supported by your church, a student in a theo- 
logical seminary, your Sunday-school superintendent or the teacher of your Bible Class, is 
a Membership in the American Bible Society. 


a 


A cirr of $50.00 will constitute a friend or relative a Life Member of the American Bible So- 
ciety; while a gift of $150.00 will constitute a Life Directorship. The gift becomes available for 
the Society’s task of publishing, translating, and distributing the Scriptures; the person designated 
enters into an intimate and pleasant membership relation with the Society, enjoys the privileges 
enumerated below, and receives an attractively engraved certificate, measuring 7144x1014 inches, a 
facsimile of which appears herewith. 


PRIVILEGES 
Lire MEMBERS are entitled to: 


(1) A vote at the annual meeting, held 
the second Thursday in May, and in the 
election of the Managers who constitute 
the directing body of the Society. 


(2) They are also entitled to receive: ee 
(a) the Annual “Story,” an illustrated 
review of the previous year’s work, giv- 
ing the more interesting incidents of the | 
work; (b) the BrstE SocreTy RECORD, a 
monthly illustrated presentation of the 
work of supplying the Bible to the world; 
(c) other pamphlet literature of the So- 
ciety. 

(3) They may, further, draw annually 
$1.00 worth of Bibles, Testaments, or 
Portions, for personal distribution. : a 


wneviran Bile e Soviety 


THES: oa THAT 


fe Png Tlie 
W100 fc Lili lilton ee 


Lire Directors have the same privileges 
as 1 and 2 above, and 


They may, further, draw annually $2.50 


for ented@pary aistibatiog™. free : Ky Lh. mudaty y 

ey, { i. p ery oe Ree sie 
d A GIFT of $100.00 entitles the Oe a Lp a) whee ; of he 
payee Meme aates Anorivan Bille eel 
entered into Eternal Rest. Although "Neu York I veasnber, 25, 193u 


no privileges such as those enumer- 
ated above accrue, a Memorial Mem- * a 
bership certificate is sent to the donor his Aah | o 
and a sense of satisfaction is estab- OM) ae NN 
lished through linking up the mem- 
ay Bure ones with the cause of 
’ Bible distribution. 
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Certificates of any of the above classes of membership will be specially wrapped and 
sent by registered mail in time to be received on Christmas. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY | 
BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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